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I any Alan be tt Chriſt, he 14 4 Ne te rea- 
PHY. 


* . EXNS there then Sin in him that is in 
ef I FS CurisT ? Does Sin remain in one that 


believes in bim Is there any Sin in 


Dae ] them that are Vorne Gop, or are they 

ON wholiy delivered from it? Let no one 
Imagine this to he a Queſtion of mere Curiofity : Or that 
it is of little Importance whether it be determined one 
Way or the other. Rather it is a Point of the utmoſt 
Moment, to every ſerious Chriſtian : the reſolving of 
which very nearly concerns both his preſent and eternal 
Happineſs. 

2. Ard yet I do not know, that ever it was contro- 
verted in the Primitive Church. Indeed there was no 
Room for diſputing concerning it, as all Chriftians were 
agreed. And fo far as I have ever obſerved, the whole 
Body of antient Chriſtians who have left us any thing in 
writing, declare with one Voice, That even Believers in 
CHRIST, tl] they are /{rong in tÞe Lord and inte Poxver 
of his Mig ht, have need to «wreſtle avith Fliſb and Bluud, 
with an evil Nature, as well as avi Principalities and 
Porvers, : 

3. Aad herein our own Church, (as indeed in moſt 
Points) exactly Copies after the Primitive; declaring 
(in her Ninth Article) „Original Sin is the Corruption 
of the Nature of every Man, whereby Man is in his 
own Nature inclined to Evil, ſo that the Fleſh luſteth 
contrary to the Spirit. And this Iufection of Nature 
doth remain, yea, in them that are regenerated ; 
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whereby the Luft of the Fleſh called in Greek 
Peoria ox; is not ſubject to the Law of Gop. And 
altho' there is no Condemnation for them that believe, 
yet this Luſt hath of itſelf the Nature of Sin.“ 

4. The ſame Teſtimony is given by all other Churches: 
Not only by the Greek and Romiſb Church, but by every 
reformed Church in Eurepe, of whatever Denomination. 
Indeed ſome of theſe ſeem to carry the Thing too far: 
So deſcribing the Corruption of Heart in a Believer, as 
ſcarce to allow that he has Dominion over it, but rather 
1s in bondage thereto. And by this Means they leave 
hardly any Diſtinction, between a Believer and an Un- 
believer, 

5. To avoid this Extreme, many well-meaning Men, 
particularly thoſe under the Direction of the late Count 
Zinxende , ran into another; affirming, "That “all true 
Believers, are not only ſaved from the Dominion of Sin, 
but from the Being of inward as well as outward Sin, ſo 
that it no longer, remains in them. Ard from them, 
about twenty Years ago, many of our Countrymen im- 
bibed the ſame Opinion, That even the Corruption of 
Nature zs no more, in thoſe who believe in CHRIST. 

6. It 1s true, that when the Germans were pte ſſed up- 
on this Head, they ſoon allowed, (many of them at leaſt) 
That“ Sin did till remain zz the Fl, but not in the 
Hear! of a Believer.” And after a Iime, when the Ab- 
ſurdity of this was ſhewn, they fairly gave up the Point: 
Allowing, That Sin did ſtill rezzazn, though not reign in 
tim that is born of Goo, 

7. Bor the Engliſh who had received it from them 
(fome directly, ſome at ſecond or third Hand) were not 
ſo eaſily prevailed upon, to part with a favourite Opinion. 
And even when the generality of them were convinced, 
it was utterly indefeniible, a few could not be perſuaded 
to give it vp, but maintain it to this Day. 

II. 1. For the Sake of theſe who really fear Gon 
and defire to know /e Truth as it is in Jeſus, it may not 
be amiſs, to conſider the Point with Calmneſs and Im- 
partiality. In doing this, I uſe indifferently the Words 
Regentrate, Juſtifed or Believers : Since tho they have 

not preciſely the ſame Meaning, (the firſt implying an 
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nward, actual Change, the ſecond a relative one, and 
the third, the Means whereby both the one and the other 
are wrought:) Yet they come to one and the ſame thing; 
as every one that believes is both zuftified and born of GOD, 

2. By Sin I here underſtand Inward Sin: any ſinful 
Temper, Paſſion or Affection: Such as Pride, Self-will, 
Love of the World, in any Kind or Degree : Such as 
Luſt, Anger, Peeviſhneſs ; any Diſpoſition, contrary io 
the Mind which was in CHRIST. 

3. The Queſtion is not, concerning Outavard Sin: 
Whether a Child of Gop commits Sin or no? We all a— 
gree and earneſtly maintain, He that committeth Sin is of 
the Devil, We agree, VJ eſocver is born of GOD doth 
not cemmit Sin, Neither do we now enquire whether 1n- 
ward Sin will a/zvays remain in the Children of Gop? 
Whether Sin will continue in the Soul, as long as it con- 
tinues in the Body ? Nor yet do we enquire, whether a 
juſtified Perſon, may re/ap/e either into inward or out- 
ward Sin? But ſimply this, Is a juftified or regenerate 
Man treed from all Sin, as foon as he is juſtified ? Is there 
then no Sin in his Heart? Nor ever after, unleſs he fall 
from Grace? 

4. We allow, that the State of a juſtified Perſon is in- 
expreſſibly great and glorious. He is born again not of 
Blood, nor of the Fleſp, nor of the Will of Man, but of 
GOD. He is a Child of Gop, a Member of Cars, 
an Heir of the Kingdom of Heaven. The Peace of GOD 
evhich paſſeth all Underſtanding, feepeth his Heart and 
Mind in Chrift Feſus. His very Body is a Temple of the 
Hely Ghejt, and an Habitation of GOD through the Spirit. 
He is created anew in Chrijt Feſus : He is waſhid, he 1s 
Janet fied. His Heart is purificd by Faith; he is cleanſed 
from the Corruption that is in the Waild, The Love ff 


GOD tis ſbed abroad in his Heart by the Holy Ghoſt aubich is 


given uno him. And fo long as he awwalterh in Lowe 
(which he may always do) he ww /ips GOD in Spirit and 
in Truth, He Kkerpeth the Commandment; of GOD, and 
doth thoſe Things, that are pleaſing in his Sight: So exer- 
cifing bimſ fas to have a Conſcience word of Offence, texyard 
God end teward Man. And he has Power both over out- 
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ward and inward Sin, even from the Moment he is jaſti— 


fied. 

III. 1. But was he not then freed fron all den, to int 
there is no Sin in his Heart? 1 cannot ſay this: I cznriov 
believe it: becauſe St. Paul, ſays the contrary. He 13 
ſpeaking to Believers, and deſcribing the State of Belien- 
ers in general, when he ſays, The Fleſßb luſteth againſt the 
S f TH, and the Syirii 7 gainſ! the F 22 . theſe are g 
the one to the ether, Gal. v. 17. Nothing can be more ex- 
preſs. The Apoſlle here directly affirms, 'I hat ve Fig, 
evil Nature, oppoſes e Spirit, even in Believers; That 
even in the Regenerate, there are LV Principles, con- 
trary the ene to the other. 

2. Again. When he writes to the Believers at Corinth, 
to thoſe who were /anified in (brit Je/us, 1 Cor. i. 2. 
he ſays, Fd Brethren, could not ſpeak unto you As UH JÞir i- 
tual but as unto cernal, as unto Babes in Chriſt Te are 
yet carnal : fer whereas there is among yeu Envying and 
Strife, are ye not carnal ? ch. iii. ver. 13. Now here 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks unto thoſe who were unqueſlionably Be- 
levers, whom in the fame Breath he ſtiles his Brethren in 
CHRIST, as being ſtill in a Meaſore carr, He affir ms, 
there was ev/7rg (an evil Temper) occaſioning S/17f2 
among them, and yet docs not give the leaſt Intimation, 
that they had loſt their Fatth. Nay, he manifeſlly de- 
Clares, "They had not; for then they would not have 
been Babes in Chriſt. And (what is moſt remarkable of 
all) he ſpeaks of being carnal and Babes in Cori/?, as one 
and the ſame Thing : Plainly ſhewing that every Believer 
(is in a Degree) carnal, while he is only a Babe in Chriſt. 

3. Indeed this grand Points, That there are two con- 
trary Principles in Believers, Nature and Grace, the Fleth 
and the Spirit, runs through all the Epiſtles of St. Paul, 
yea, through all the Holy Sciiptures: Almoſt all the 
Directions and Exhortations therein, are founded on this 
Suppoſition: Pointing at wrong 'Tempers or Practices in 
thoſe, who are notwithſtanding acknowledged by the in- 
ſpiced Writers to be Believers. And they are continually 
exhorted to fight with and conquer theſe, by the Power 
of the Faith which was in them, 

4. And 
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4. And who can Coubt, et ito eg was Faith in the 
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a er. u. 2, 3. 4, But was there 


meant'nic ub in in his Heart? Yea, oi Cunts r 
would not have added, Neeb have foeinexvbat 
againſt thee, Lecarje thous haft left thy firft Love. This 
real Sin which Gon faw 1a his Heart (of which 
| is Cx] to repent.) Acd yet we have 
then he had no Faith. 


„48 2 


accordingly he 18 cxtiorte 


no Authority to ſay, that even 2) 

8. Nay, the Angel of the Church at Pe, gamos allo, 
is exhorted to repent, which impiies Sin, tho? our 
Lox yo CYP! ly ays, Then g. Th uct arnicd- my Forth, Wer. 

C 


13, 16. And to the Angel of the Church in Sarahs, 
he ſays, StrengtDen i he Ti . zwwhich ena tat AreVveaay 
to dive. The Gocd which remained was ready 19 die ; 
but was not actually dead, Chap. iii. 2. So there 
was ſtill a Spark of Faith even in Him; which he is 
accordingly commanded to bold ft. Ver. z. 

6. Once more, When tne Apotitle exhorts Believers, 
to cleanſe themicives From a Filings of Fleſh and Spirit, 
(2 Cor. viii. 1.) he plainly teaches, That thoſe Be- 
lievers were not yet cleanſed therefrom. Will you 
anſwer, ** He that ab//ains from all Appearance of Evil, 
does %% fade clearſe himſelf from all Filthineſs.” 
Not in any wile. For Inſtance : A Man reviles me. 
I feel Reſentment, which is Filing, of Spirit, Yet I 
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ſay not a Word. Here I ab/tain from all Appearance of 


Evil. But this does not cleanſe me from that Filthi- 
neſs of Spirit, as I experience to my Sorrow. 

7. And as this Poſition, There is no Sin in a Belie- 
ver, no carnal Mind, no Bent to Back-ſliding, 1s thus 
contrary to the Word of God, ſo it is to the Experience 
of his Children. Theſe continually feel an Heart 
bent to back-ſl:iding, a natural Tendency to Evil; a 
Proneneſs to depart from Gop, and cleave to the 
Things of Earth. They are daily ſenſible of Sin re- 
maining in their Heart, Pride, Self-will, Unbelief : 
And of Sin cleaving to all they ſpeak ard do, even 


their beſt Actions, and holieſt Duties, Yet at the 
ID | ſame 
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ſame Time they 4:ow that they are of GOD ; they can- 
not doubt of it for a Moment. They feel his Spirit 
clearly witneſ/ing with their Spirit, that they are the Chil- 
dren of GOD. They rejoice in GOD through Chriſt Te/us, 
by whom they have nw received the Atonement. So that 
they are equally aſſured, that Sin 1s in them, and that 
Chriſt is in them the Hape of Glory, 

8. But can CHRIS H be in the ſame Heart where 
Sit: is?“ Undoubtedly he can. Otherwiſe it never 
could be ſaved therefrom. Where the Sickneſs is, there 
is the Phyſician, 

Carrying on his Work within, 

Striving 'till he caſt out Sin. 
Cuxisr indeed cannot reign, where Sin reigns : nel- 
ther will he duell where any Sin is a/lgxved, But he 
is and dwell; in the Heart of every Believer, who 1s 
fighting againſt all Sin; although it be vt yet purijicd, 

ccording to the Purification of the Santtuar y. 

9. It has been obſerved before, that the oppoſite 
Doctrine, That there is no Sin in Believers,” is quite 
New in the Church of ChrisT: That it was never 
heard of for ſeventeen hundred Years, never till it 
was diſcovered by Count Zinzeniorf, I do not remem- 
ber to have ſeen the leaſt Intimation of it, either in 
any Antient or Modern Writer : Unleſs perhaps in 
ſome of the wild, rantivg Antinomians. And theſe 
likewiſe ſay and unſay, acknowledging, there is Sin 
in their Fleſh, although no Sin in their Heart. But 
whatever Doctrine is nezv mult be awrong : For the 0% 
Religion is the only /rue one. And no Doctrine can 
be right, unleſs it is the very ſame g, avas from the 
Beginning. 

10. One Argument more againſt this New, un- 
ſcriptural Doctrine, may be drawn from the dreadful 
Conſequencesofit. One ſays, **I felt Anger To-day.” 
Muſt I reply, Then you have no Faith ? Another ſays, 
* I know what you adviſe is Good. But my Will is 
quite averſe to it.” Muſt I tell him, ** Then you are 
an Unbeliever, under theWrath and the Curſe of Gop ? 
What will be the natural Conſequence of this ? Why, 


if he believe what I ſay, his Soul will not only be 
grieved 
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grieved and wourded, but perhaps utterly deftroy'd : 
Inaſmuch as he will caſt away that Confidence, which 
hath great Recompence of Reward. And having caſt a- 
way bis Shield, how ſhall he guench the fiery Darts rf 
the Wicked One ? How ſhall he overcome the World ? 
Seeing his is the Victory that wuercometh the World even 
o Faith, He ſtands diſarmed in the midſt of his Ene- 
mies, open to all their Aſſaults. What Wonder then 
if he be utterly overthrown ; if they take him captive 
at their Will? Yea, if he fall from one Wickedneſs 
to another, and never ſee Good any more ? I can- 
not therefore by any Means receive this Aſſertion, 
That there is no Sin in a Believer from the Moment he 
is juſtified; firſt, Becauſe it is contrary to the whole 
Tenor of Scripture ; ſecondly, becauſe it is contrary 
to the Experience of the Children of Gov. Thirdly, 
Becauſe it is abſolutely New, never heard of in the 
World 'till Yeſterday ; and laſtly, becauſe it is natu- 
rally attended with the moſt fatal Conſequences ; not 


only grieving thoſe whom Gop hath not grieved, but 


perhaps dragging them into everlaſting Perdition. 

IV. 1. However, let us give a fair Hearing to the 
chief Arguments, of thoſe who endeavour to ſupport it. 
And it is, firit, from Scripture they attempt to prove, 
that there is no Sin in a Believer. They argue thus, 
The Scripture ſays, Every Believer is (er of GOD, 
is clear, is bely, is ſanctiſed; is pure in Heart, has a new 
Heart, is a Temple of the Holy Gnosr, Now, as 
that wwhich is born of the Fliſh is Fleſp, is altogether Evil, 
ſo that awhich is born of the Spirit, is Spirit, is altogether 
Good. Again; a Man cannot be clean, ſanctified, 
holy, and at the ſame Time unclean, unſanctified, 
unholy. He cannot be pure and impure, or have a 
new and an old Heart together, Neither can his Soul 
be unholy, while it is a Temple of the HdoLy GrosT.”? 

I tave put this Objection as ſtrong as poſſible, that 
its full Weight may appear. Let us now examine it, 
Part by Part. And i. That which is born of the Spi- 
rit, is Spirit, is altogether Good.” allow the Text, 
but not the Comment. For the Text affirms this, and 


no more, That every Man who is 4% of the Spirit, is 
| a perituai 
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a ſpiritual Man. He is fo. But ſo he may be, and yet 
not be allogel her ſpirit nal. The Chriſtians at Corinth 
were /piritual Men. Elſe they had been no Chtiſtians 
at all. And yet they were no t aliag ee, ſpiritual. 

They were ſtill (in Part) caraal. But they were 
fallen from Grace.“ St. 8 ſay* No. They were 
even then Babes ia CH IST, 2. But a Man cannot be 
clean, ſanctiſed, holy, and at the ſame Time unclean, 
unjandified, unheiy.” Indeed he may. So the Coria- 
thians were. Te arewaſhed, ſays the Apoſtle, ye are ſanc- 
tified namely cleanſed from Fornicarion, Idolatry, 
Drunkene/s, and all other outward Sin, (1 Cor. vi. 9, 
10, 11.) And yet at the ſame Time, in another Senſe 
of the Word, they were wun/au&ified : they were not 
waſhed, not inwardly cleanſed from Envy, Evil-ſurmil- 
ing, Partiality. * But ſure they had not a new Heart, 
and an old Heart together.“ It is moſt ſure, t. ey 
had. For at that very Time, their Hearts were !ruly, 
yet not entirely renewed, Their carnal! Mind was nail- 
ed to the Croſs. Yet it was not wholly deſtroyed. 


% But could they be whel;, while they were Temples of 


the Hely et!“ Yes, That they were Temples of the 
Heuly Ghoſt, is certain. (1 Cor. vi. 19.) And it is 
equally certain, they were, in ſome Degree, carnal, 
8 7 is, unboly. 

„ However, there is one Scripture more, which 
will put the Matter out of Queſtion. 1Fary Man be 
(a Beitever) 17 Chri, he is a ei Creature, Od 
Things are paſt away : „ gu Things are become new, 
2 Cor. v. FA Now, certziuly a Man cannot be a 
new Creature and an old Creature at once.“ Yes, he 
may. He may be par!/y renexved), which was the very 
Caſe of thoſe at Corinrh, I'! ney were rea Wenge wed 
iu the Spirit of their Mind, or they could not have been 


ſo much as Babes in Chr: it. Yet they had not the 


whole Mind which was 7» Ci, for they enviea one 
another. gut it is ſaid expreſly, Oli Things are paſt 

way «< * all Things are become new,” But we ws not 
ſo interpret the Apoſtle's Words , as to make him con- 
tradict himſelf. And if we will make him conſiſtent 
with himſelf, the plain Acaning of the Words is this, 
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His old Judgment (concerning Juſtification, Holineſs, 
Happineſs, indeed concerning the Things of Gop in 
general) is now po? away. So are his o/d D. ſires, De- 
frons, Aﬀetions, Lande! and Ceonver/ation, All theſe 
are undeniably become now, greatly changed from what 
they were. And vet, though they are zew, they are 
not ewholly new. Still he feels, to his Sorrow and 
Shame, Remains of the Ola Man, too manifeſt Taints 
of his former Tempers and Affections, a Law in his 
Members, which frequently, bis againſt that Law of 
his Mind: though it cannot gal, any Advantage over 
E as long as he watches unto P, razer. 

. This whole Argument, If he is clean, he 1s 
don" “ 1f he is holy, he is holy:“ (and twenty 
more Expreſſions of the ſame Kind, may eaſily be 
heaped together) is really no better than playing upon 
Words : it is the fallacy of arguing from a Pariicular 
to a General ; of inferring a General Concluſton, from 
particular Premiſſes. P ropole the Sentence entire, 
and it runs thus: „ If he is holy ar 40, he is holy 
alzogether.”” That does not follow: every Babe in 
CHR157 is holy, and yet not altogether ſo. He is fav- 
ed from Sin; yet not intirely : it remains though 1 it 
does not reign, If you think it does not remain (in 
Babes at leaf, whatever be the Caſe with yourg Men, 
or Fathers) you certainly have not conſidered the 
Height and Depth and Length and Breath at the Law 
of Gop ; (even the Law of Love, laid down by St. 
Paul in the thirteenth of Co:2thians) and that every 
wiz, Diſconformity to, or Deviation from this Law, 
Sin. Now, is there no Diſconformity to this in the 
Heart or Life of a Believer? What may be in an adult 
Chriſtian 15 another Queſtion, But what a Stranger 
muſt he be to human Nature, who can poſſibly ima- 
gine, that this is the Caſe with every Babe in CHRIST ? 

4. But Believers avalt offer the Spirit. Rom. 
viii. 1: and the Spirit of Gop axvelis in them, Con- 
ſequently 


* What follows for ſome Peges is an Anſwer to a Paper; publiſhed 
in the Chriſtian's Magazine, p. 577—5d2. 1 am ſurprized Mr, 
Daedd, ſhould give fark Paper a Place 1n his Magazine, which is 
directly contrary to our Ninth Article, 
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qequently they are delivered from the Guilt, the Pow; 
er, or in one Word, the Being of Sin.” 

Theſe are coupled together, as if they were th: 
ſame Thing. But they are not the ſame Thing. The 
Guilt is one Thing, the Power another, and the Being 
yet another. That Believers are delivered from the 
Guilt and Poaver of Sin we allow; that they are deli 
vered from the Being of it we deny. Nor does it in 
any wile follow from theſe Texts. A Man may have 
the Spirit of Gop dwelling in him, and may walk after 
the Spirit, tho' he ſtill feels e Fleſh luſting againſt the 
Spirit. 

5. ** But the Church is the Body of Chriſt, Col. i. 24. 
This implies, That its Members are waſhed from all 
Filthineſs. Otherwiſe it will follow, that CHRIST, 
and Belial are incorporated with each other.“ 

Nay, It will not follow from hence, Thoſe who 
are the myſtical Body of CHRIS r, ſtill feel the Fleſh 
luſting againſt the Spirit,” that CHRIS TH has any Fel- 
lowſhip with the Devil, or with that Sin which he 
enables them to reſiſt and overcome. 

6. ©* Bit are not Chriſtians come 7o the heavenly Je- 
ruſalem, where nothing died can enter ?” Heb. xn. 22. 
Ves; and to an innumerable Company of Angels, and to th 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect that is, — 

Earth and Heaven all agree; 

All his One great Family. 
And they are likewiſe holy and wndefiled, while they 
walk after the Spirit although ſenflble, there is ann- 
ther Principle in them, and that z42/e are contrary to each 
other, | 

7. But Chriſtians are reconciled 1% GOD. Now 
this could not be, if any of the carnal Mizd remained 
for this 1s Enmity againſt Gop. Conſequently no Re 
conciliation can be affected, but by its total Deſtruction. 

We are reconciled to GOD thro the Blood of thy Crofs, 
And in that Moment, the @eomue o2e40;, the orrup- 
tion of Nature, which is Eumity with GOD, is put un- 
der our Feet. The Fleſh has no more Dominion over us. 
But it ſtill exz2s And it is ſtill in its Nature Enmity: 
with God, luſting againſt his Spirit. 
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„Po ber are eſſential Properties of Sin. 
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8. But they that are Chriſt's have crucified the Fleſh, 
with its Affections and Luſts.“ Gal. v. 24. They have 
ſo: Yet it remains in them ſtill, and often Struggles 
to break from the Croſs. *©** Nay, but they have pur 
off the old Man <with his Deeds.” Col. iii. 9. They have: 
and in the Senſe above deſcribed, d Things are paſſed 
away; all Things are become new. An hundred Texts 
may be cited to the ſaine Effect. And they will all ad- 
mit of the ſame Anſwer. ** But, to ſay all in one 
Word, Chrift gave himſelf for the Chnrch, that it 
might be holy and without blemiſh.” Eph. v. 25, 27. 
And ſo it will be in the End: but it never was yet, 
from the Beginning to this Day. | 

« But let E-perience ſpeak, All who are juſtified 
do at that Time find an abſolute Freedom from all Sin.” 
That I doubt: But if they do, do they find it ever af- 
ter? Elſe you gain nothing. ** If they do not, it is 
their own Fault,” That remains to be proved. 

10. But, in the very Nature of Things, Can a 
Man have Pride in him, and not be proud ? Anger, 
and yet not be angry?“ | 

A Man may have Pride in him, may think of him- 
ſelf in /ome Particulars above what he ought to think, 
(and ſo be proud in that Particular) and yet not be a 
proud Man, in his general Character. He may have 
Anger in him, yea and a ſtrong Popenfity to furious 
Anger, without giving Way to it. But can Anger 
and Pride be in that Heart, where oz/y Meekneſs and 
Humility are felt!” No: But /ome Pride and Anger 
may be in that Heart, where there is much Humility 
and Meekneſs. | 

It avails not to ſay, Theſe Tempers are there, 
but they do not reign. For Sin cannot, in any Kind or 
Degree, exit where it does not reign. For Guilt and 
Therefore 


where one of them is, all muſt be.” 

Strange indeed! Sin cannot in any Kind or De- 
gree, evi where it does not reign f? Abſolutely con- 
trary this to all Experience, all >cripture, all Com- 
mon Senſe. Reſentment of an Affront is Sin. It is 
ahl, Diſconformity to the Law of Love, This has 

B exiſted 
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exiſted in me a thouſand times. Vet it did not, and 
does not reign. © But Guilt and Power are effential 
Properties of Sin : Therefore where one is, all muſt 
be.” No. In the Inſtance before us, if the Reſent- 
ment I feel 1s not yielded to, even for a Moment, 
there is no Guilt at all, no Condemnation from G05 
upon that Account. And in this Caſe, it has no Pow- 
er though it eth againſt the Spirit it cannot prevail. 
Here therefore, as in ten thouſand Inſtances, there is 
Sin, without either Gui/t or Poxwer. 

11. * But the ſuppoſing Sin in a Believer is pregnant 
with every Thing frightful and diſcouraging. It implies 
the contending with a Power, that has the Poſſeſſion of 
our Strength, maintain's his Uſurpati»a of our Hearts, 
and there Proſecutes the War in Defiance of our Redeem- 
er.” Not ſo. The ſuppoſing Sin 7s i» us, does not im- 
Ply, that it has the Poſſeſſion of our Strength. No more 
than a Man crucified has the Poſſeſſion of thoſe that cru- 
cify him. As little does it imply, That Sin © maintains 
its Uſurpation of our Hearts.” The Uſurper is de- 
throned. He remains indeed where he once reigned ;. 
but remains in Chains. So that he does, in ſome Senſe 
« proſecute the War,” yet he grows ea ker and-weaker : 
While the Believer goes on from Strength to Strength, 
co::quering and to conquer. 

12. Lam nut ſatisfied yet. He that has Sin in him, 
is a ſlave to Sin. Therefore you ſuppoſe a Man to be 
juſtifed, while he is a ſlave to Sin. Now if you allow, 
Men may be juſtified, while they have Pride, Anger or 
Unbelief in them; nay if you aver, Theſe are (at leaſt, 
for a time) in all that are juſtified : What wonder that 
we have ſo many proud, angry, unbeheving Believers ?”? 

I do not ſuppoſe any Man who is juſtified, is a Slave 
to Sin, Yet I do ſuppoſe, Sin remains (at leaſt for a 
Time) in all that are juſtified. “ But if Sin remains in a 
Believer, he is a finfull Man: If Pride, for Inſtance, 
then he is proud: If Self-will, then he is ſelf-willed ; if 
Uubelief, then he is an Unbeliever ; conſequently, no 
Believer at all, How then does he differ from Unbe- 
hevers, from unregenerate Men!“ 

This. 
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This is ſlill mere playing upon Words. It means uo 
more than, If there is Sin, Pride, Self will in him, 
then there is Sin, Pride, Self-will. And this Nobo- 
dy can deny. In -a Senſe then he is proud or. ſe!f. wil. 
led. But he is not proud or ſelf-willed in the fame 
Senſe, that Unbelievers are, that is, governed by. Pride 
or Self-will. Herein he differs from unregenerate Men. 
They obey Sin; he does not. Fleſh is in them both. 
But they walk after the Fliſ: He walks after the Spirit. 

4 But how can Unbelisf be in a Believer ?” That Word- 
has two Meanings. It means either 2 Fazjh,. or little 
Faith; either the Mſence of Faith, or the Weakne/s of it. 
In the former Senſe, Unbelief is not in a Believer : In the 
latter, it is in all Babes. Their Faith is commonly mixt 
with Doubt or Fear, that is (in the latter Senſe) with 
Unbelief. y are ye ftarful, ſa ys our Lok D, O ye of 
little Faith, Again, O thou of little Faith, wherefore didſt. 
thou doubt? You ſee here was UnhelieF in Believers : lit- 
tle Faith and much Unbelief. 

13. * But this Doctrine, That Sin remains in a: 
Believer, That a Man may be in the Favour of Gop, 
while he has Sin in his Heart, certainly tends to en- 
courage Men in Sin.“ Underſtand the Propoſition right, 
and no ſuch Conſequence follows. A Man may be in 
God's Favour tho? he feel Sin; but not if he yiz/as to it. 
Hawing Sin does not forfeit the Favour of God; giving 
Way to Sin, does. Though the Fleſh in you luft againſt 
. the Spirit, you may ſtill be a Child of Gon. But if 
you walk after the Fleſh, you are a. Child of the Devil. 
Now, this Doctrine does not incourage to obey Sin, 
but to 2 it with all our Might. 

V. 1. The Sum of all is this. There are in every 
Perſon, even after he 1s juſtified, two contrary Prin- 
ciples, Nature and Grace, termed by St. Paul, the 
Fleſb and the Spirit, Hence altho' even Babes in 
CHnRrisT are /and#ified, yet it is only in part, In a De- 
gree, according to the Meaſure of their Faith, they are 
Spiritual; Yet in a Degree, they are Carnal Accord. 
ingly, Believers are continually exhorted to watch 
againſt the Fleſh, as well as the World and the Devil. 


And to this agrees, the conſtant Expertence of the 
Children. 
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Children of God. While they feel this Witneſs in 
themſelves, they feel a Will not wholly reſigned to 
the Will of Gop. They know they are in him, and 
yet find an Heart ready to depart from him, a Prone- 
neſs to Evil in many Inſtances, and a Backwardneſs to 
that which is Good. The contrary Doctrine is 
wholly New ; never heard of in the Church of CRTST, 
from the Time of his coming into the World, till the 
Time of Count Zinzendorf. And it is attended with 
the moſt fatal Conſequences. It cuts off all watchin 
againſt our Evil Nature, againſt the Delilab, which we 
are told is gone, tho' ſhe is ſtill lying in our Boſom. 
It tears away the Shield of weak Believers, deprives 
them of their Faith, and ſo leaves them expoſed to all 
the Aſſaults of the World, the Fleſh and the Devil. 
2. Let us therefore hold fait the ſound Doctrine, 
once delivered to the Saints, and delivered down by them 
with the written Word, to all ſucceeding Generations: 
That altho' we are renewed, cleanſed, purifed ſancti- 
fied, the Moment we truly believe in Cyr1sT, yet we 
are not then renewed, cleanſed, puriſied altogether : 


But the F%% , the evil Nature ſtill remains (though 
ſubdued) and wars again/? the Spirit, So much the- 


more, let us uſe all Diligence, in fighting rhe good Fight 
of Faith. So much the more earneſtly let us xvatch and 
pray, againſt the Enemy within. The more carefully 
let us rale 70 ourſelves, and fut on the whole Armour of 
GOD : That although wwe wee, both with Flo and 
Blocd, and with Principalities and Poabers and wicked 
Sprrits in high Places, we may be able to withſtand in the 
vil Day, and having done all, to ſtand. 


Fo JN: $$ 


| 
1 
| 


© . * 83. 0 - 

5 39 N o a BY 

B'S Ws e # 0 e ER 
bs - by k \ \ \ b . 4 *. * Y : Ws . " 

„ Ta 4 * a3 E 4 > 1 * 1 1 þ F 7 5 4 hs. 4 0 — „ N. a | 57 * ** by c _ C 
6 * 1 E * be m2 7 ? * 4 G ö CS w ; * . 8 „ " - 9 * * , — . 
1 E 4 « 2 4 4 2 » a 4 a 5 — 1 * 4.7 1 4 o , 4 by 
* * 4 * e l 
9.” * 5 1 © of f T hs” i 4 y 
a L : © . > \ - 0 # i , „ « 
o - » E e 24 4 dy ; | 0 » oy 


* ** = Y * 
74 41 * „ . 
8 ay 8: 


a 


WF / 
1 


8 


"ie 


- 
- 
- 
« 


„ 
* * 


„ 
PA 


Wo ' 7. 4 
4 Fab 7» ®. ? 
© Is * , 


* 
, , 


